
 

What happens if you die without making a Will 

 

Are you married  or a registered civil partner? 

NO YES 

 

Are your assets worth more than £250,000? 

 

Do you have children or grandchildren? 

 

Are your parents still alive? 

NO 

Your estate is shared 

equally between your 

children.   

If your children have already died then 

your grandchildren take equally 

the share that their parent  

would have taken  

had he or she survived you   

YES 

YES 

 

 

Your estate is shared equally 

between your parents. 

 

Are any of your  brothers and sisters or their 

children still alive?  

(full blood or half blood) 

NO 

 

Are any of your grandparents still alive?  

NO 

YES 

Your estate is shared equally 

between your brothers and sisters of the  

whole blood  if none then those of the 

half blood. 

If your siblings have died then your 

nieces and nephews take their parent’s 

share  

NO 

 

Are any of your aunts or uncles of  the full blood 

or half blood or their children still alive?  

 

YOUR ESTATE WILL 

GO TO THE CROWN 

NO 

YES 

YES 

 

Your estate is shared equally 

between your aunts and uncles or if they 

have died then your cousins take their 

parents share of your estate 

 

Your estate is shared equally between 

your grandparents 

NO 

 

 

Your spouse or civil partner  

inherits everything 

YES 

 

Do you have children? 

NO 

YES 

 

Your spouse or civil partner 

inherits the first £250,000 

plus personal effects and 

a life interest (income only) 

in half the amount over and 

above the £250,000. 

 

The other half is divided 

equally between your 

children when they reach the age 

of 18.  

 

When your spouse or civil   

partner dies your children also 

inherit the half that your spouse 

or civil partner had a life interest 

in 

 

Are your assets worth more than £450,000? 

NO 

 

 

Your spouse or civil partner  

inherits everything 

YES 

 

Are your parents still alive?  

YES 

Your spouse or civil partner gets your   

personal effects and the first £450,000 and 

half  the amount over £450,000. 

 

The other half of the amount over £450,000 

goes to your parents absolutely.   

 

If your parents have died then the half is 

shared equally amongst your brothers and 

sisters  or their children if they have died 

before you 

NO 
 

 

Your spouse or civil partner  

inherits everything 


